CONFESSIONAL

In the year 1500, while engaged successfully in
bringing tranquillity and order into a colony,
Columbus was superseded in the government of
it by Bobadilla, an emissary of the King of Spain,
and by him was sent back to Spain in chains. On
the voyage home the captain of the caravel, we
are told, struck with admiration of his high bear'
ing, offered to remove the chains, but that Co'
lumbus would in no wise consent. He would wear
them, he said, until the Icing, by whose orders
they had been affixed, should command their re'
moval, and he would keep them ever afterwards
as "memorials of the reward of his services/1 And
so he did. Ever afterwards, his son tella us, Co'
lumbus kept these chains in his study, and by his
will they were buried with him in his coffin.

It ought to be universally understood that the
man who discovered a continent, and who thus
enlarged the boundaries of civilization itself,
must have possessed genius of a high order be'
sides extraordinary force of character. But in the
case of Columbus this is not even generally recog-
nised. Most people think of his -unparalleled
achievement as due rather to chance and luck
than to his exceptional ability, and the heroic
qualities of his manhood. This common miscoiv
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